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Worksheet 4: Contextual Analysis  
Jonah 2:1-11 

 
 

 
Please answer the following carefully and concisely.  Do not consult any 
outside tools. 
 
 
1. According to the layout in BHS, what are the prose portions of the chapter 

and what are the poetic portions? [2 pts] 
 

2. How do the two prose passages relate to each other? Be specific. [4 pts] 
 

3. What type of poetic composition is the poem in chapter 2? (I.e., Praise, 
thanksgiving, lament, imprecation, victory song, etc.)  [2 pts] 
 

4. Could the poem be excised from the book without sacrificing any 
essential information?  Why or why not? [4 pts] 
 

5. What are the links between the poem in chapter 2 and the prose narrative 
of chapter 1?  (Be specific, listing specific words or ideas.)  [4 pts] 
 

6. Read chapters 3 and 4 (in Hebrew or in English).  How does the 
information in the poem inform what follows in these chapters?          [4 
pts] 


