BETHEL UNIVERSITY

College of Arts & Sciences
Office of Academic Affairs

Pastoral Reference check for:      


(Applicant Name)
Name of Reference:      
Position:      
Phone: (o)      
Church:      
Phone: (h or c)      



E-mail:      
1.       has inquired about a teaching position [briefly describe] for the department of ___________ in the College of Arts & Sciences at Bethel University and has given your name as a reference. How long and in what capacity have known the applicant? 
     
2. Have you observed any specific skills or qualities that would indicate the applicant’s potential as a college teacher? 
     
3. How does the applicant get along with others? Please describe specific behaviors or examples that suggest how well the candidate would perform as a departmental colleague.  
     
4. How does the applicant express his or her Christian commitment?  Be as specific or concrete as possible.
     
5. Preface this question by asking the referee if he or she is familiar with Bethel. If not, provide a brief description of the university (see below). Based on your knowledge of Bethel, or my description of the university, do you think that the applicant would be a good fit here?

6. Is there anything else you would like to add that I haven’t asked about? 
     
7. [Optional] Would you employ the applicant as a college teacher? 
(Yes    ( No (If no, why not?)
     
Additional comments:      

Date of reference:      

Made by:      
Brief Description of Bethel University 


Bethel is a private, liberal arts Christian university in St. Paul, MN, sponsored in part by the churches of Converge Worldwide (Baptist General Conference), but open to all men and women willing to learn within an evangelical perspective and community. Bethel’s mission is to educate men and women for leadership, scholarship, and service. A Bethel University education prepares graduates to serve in strategic capacities to renew minds, pursue truth, and create positive change in the culture. This mission lays the foundation for three pillars that have always guided Bethel: rigorous academics, vibrant campus life, and Christ-centered spirituality.
 
With a total enrollment of 6,400 students (including a seminary, graduate school, and adult degree completion program), Bethel is the largest institution in the 13-member Christian College Consortium and among the top five in the 106-member Council for Christian Colleges and Universities. In recent years, our students have come from as many as 48 states and 29 countries, and have represented more than 65 Christian denominations.
 
The College of Arts & Sciences enrolls more than 2800 students, offering 64 academic majors and 42 minors in such diverse concentrations as art, biochemistry, communication studies, international relations, journalism, physics, psychology, and theatre arts.
 
Bethel takes a whole-person approach to education—encouraging each student to achieve academic goals, grow deeper faith, and engage in a lively community. We're committed to making the classroom experience meaningful. Our professors hold degrees from many top graduate schools and pursue scholarship in their fields, but the emphasis at Bethel is on teaching and mentoring undergraduates.

We believe that Christian faith is relevant to every area of life, the integrative principle for the entire curriculum, and a foundational area of study for all learners. Our commitment to learning is rooted in a liberal arts approach to gaining skill and knowledge. This leads us to pursue depth and breadth of insight, education in and beyond the classroom, and opportunities on and beyond the campus.
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