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B.A. in Special Education, K-12 Academic
Behavioral Strategist

Bethel’s B.A. in Special Education will help you become a skilled professional in a high-
demand profession. You’ll learn to customize learning experiences with evidence-based
practices in order to meet individual needs and serve students with compassion in a
variety of roles. This program will build your knowledge base and refine your skills to
assess, plan and educate students with mild to moderate disabilities. You will also learn
skills to become a collaborative professional in the field of special education.

Students graduating with a Bachelors of Arts degree in Special Education will be able to:

e Develop habits of self-directed, lifelong learning in order to navigate the evolving field of
special education.

o Utilize critical thinking and data-based decision making in the implementation of
appropriate special education programming.

e Apply ethical principles to the profession of special education.

o Demonstrate effective collaboration skills to use with K-12 public schools, families, and
outside agencies.

e Respond appropriately to cultural and faith differences at school and in the family.

o Integrate a Christian perspective and personal values with the professional practice of
special education.

o Demonstrate a synthesis of license-specific standards and general best practices.

Fieldwork and Licensing Requirements

The Minnesota Professional Educator Licensing and Standards Board (PELSB) requires
all approved ABS programs to include coursework meeting state standards in three
categories: standards of effective practice, special education core skills, and ABS content
standards. These required standards are addressed in the program coursework.
Additionally, PELSB requires teacher candidates to complete a minimum of 100 field
placement hours prior to 12 weeks of student teaching. Bethel's B.A. in Special
Education program integrates four unique field experiences throughout the program
and the final semester includes 12 weeks of student teaching. Teacher candidates will
complete an education Teacher Performance Assessment (edTPA) during student
teaching. At some point during the program, teacher candidates will complete a Basic
Skills test, and two Minnesota Teacher Licensure Exams in Pedagogy and Special
Education Core Skills. A passing score on these exams will allow teacher candidates to
obtain the highest license.
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Progression and Graduation

To progress in the program and graduate, the student must meet Bethel University
requirements for academic progress. In addition to graduation requirements common to
all undergraduate programs at Bethel, students in special education must:

o Earn a grade of C or better in each program course and maintain a cumulative GPA of 2.25
or higher. This indicates satisfactory achievement of objectives and completion of course
requirements.

e Demonstrate professional traits of educators.

e Uphold ethical practices in special education.

Admission Requirements

The Special Education major will consider applicants who:

e Meet the general requirements for admission to the College of Adult and Professional
Studies.
o Have completed at least 60 semester credits.

e Have a combined cumulative GPA of 2.5 or higher on a 4.0 scale on previous academic work.

e Have a transcript evaluation completed to determine which, if any, outstanding course
requirements or needed credits must be fulfilled.

e Submit a current resume that indicates a minimum of two years of full-time work experience
or be currently employed as a para-educator, paraprofessional, educational assistant, or
other titles as appropriate.

Students who have not achieved the minimum GPA, grade standards, or other
assessment criteria may still apply to be considered for provisional acceptance.
See Admission Categories for more information.

Program Requirements

The required curriculum for the special education major comprises a 60 semester credit
sequence of courses intended to be taken consecutively throughout the calendar

year. ENGL 225R, or an equivalent transfer, is a program prerequisite and must be
completed before taking the below courses.

The following curriculum has been approved by the MN PELSB and meets MN K-12
ABS license standards.
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Code Title

SPED 405 Introduction to Special Education

SPED 408 Introduction to Academic Instruction and Behavior Management for
Exceptional Learners

SPED 420 Reading Foundations

SPED 421 Reading Field Experience

EDUC 321 Foundations in Education

EDUC 324 Educational Psychology

SPED 410 Norm-Referenced Assessment

SPED 470 Assessment Field Experience

SPED 455 Classroom-based Assessment

SPED 425 Special Education: Planning and Programming
EDUC 395 School-wide Systems Field Experience

EDUC 326 General Methods of Instruction

SPED 418 Foundations of Instructional Strategies for Students with Mild-Moderate
Disabilities

SPED 473 ABS Field Experience

SPED 400 Characteristics of Mild-Moderate Disabilities

EDUC 363 Educational Equity

EDUC 368 Classroom Technology

SPED 431 Responsive Instruction, Intervention and Assessment

SPED 441 Introduction to Behavioral Methods & Mental Health for Mild-Moderate
Special Needs

SPED 475 Consultation, Collaboration, and Resources
EDUC 451 Special Education Student Teaching Seminar !

Student Teaching: Academic Behavioral Strategist !
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Course Descriptions

EDUC 321 * Foundations in Education 3 Credits
Introduction to the teaching profession and focus on influences shaping education. History,
philosophy, psychology, sociology, legal matters, reform, and other current education
issues. Student mental health and impact of chemicals in student lives, families, and
schools. Personal growth planning, collaboration, and connection between professional
responsibilities and personal faith and values.

Special Notes: Enrollment is open to students with sophomore class standing and above.

EDUC 324 « Educational Psychology 4 Credits
Identification of different approaches to K-12 students’ development, learning, performance,
and critical elements needed to structure an effective learning environment. Synthesis of
early assessment theory and current issues. Description of theories that influence learning
and behavior related to the learning environment. Integration of Christian or personal faith
perspective of learning.

Fulfills: CAPS Goal Area 5. Special Notes: Enrollment is open to students with sophomore class
standing and above.

EDUC 326 * General Methods of Instruction 3 Credits
Development of effective lesson plans that include all required components. Creation of
effective long-range plans, assessments, and evaluations. Integration of a variety of
instructional strategies within lesson plans to meet student needs. Identification of
appropriate data practices related to student assessment and progress.

Corequisites: EDUC 395. Special Notes: Enrollment is open to students with sophomore class
standing and above.

EDUC 363 * Educational Equity 3 Credits
Identification of various groups in American communities and how to foster communication.
Analysis of Minnesota-based American Indian tribes. Description of biases, discrimination,
prejudices, racism, and sexism in the classroom and the influence personal identity has on
student learning. Evaluation of the effects that various diversity factors have in the
classroom.

Special Notes: Enrollment is open to students with sophomore class standing and above.

EDUC 368 * Classroom Technology 2 Credits
Description of foundations of technology integration practices. Development of a personal
technology integration philosophy. Creation of instructional materials to develop
understanding of digital citizenship. Evaluation of technology integration resources.
Identification of appropriate technology tools for meeting objectives. Application of best
practices in technology integration. Analysis of tools for collecting data.

Special Notes: Enrollment is open to students with sophomore class standing and above.
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EDUC 395 ¢ School-wide Systems Field Experience 1 Credit
Supervised observation in K-12 inclusive education setting. Analysis of student needs,
classroom environments, and related cultural factors. Development of a personal standard
for effective teaching. Implementation of effective lesson plans. Identification of MN edTPA
language. Impact of personal faith on the special education teacher role. 30 hours over 10
weeks.

Corequisites: EDUC 326. Special Notes: Enrollment is open to students with sophomore class
standing and above.

EDUC 451 » Special Education Student Teaching Seminar 3 Credits
Development of strategies for personal and professional efficacy and engaging resources.
Analysis of the impact teachers’ personal and professional practices, second language, and
communication have on student learning. Alignment of an instructional plan with the needs
of a learner. Application of academic language.

Prerequisites: All courses in Special Education program except for co-requisite. Corequisites: SPED
480H.

SPED 400 ¢ Characteristics of Mild-Moderate Disabilities 3 Credits
Exploration of the five disability categories represented under Academic Behavioral
Strategist (ABS). Identification of strategies that support stakeholders of children with mild-
moderate needs. Explanation of topics that form the basis for special education practice for
students with mild-moderate disabilities. Identification of the impact culture and linguistics
has on special education.

SPED 405 ¢ Introduction to Special Education 2 Credits
Identification of the impact historical and philosophical foundations, legal bases, and
contemporary issues have on special education. Identification of common disability category
characteristics. Description of the impact culture, faith, and linguistics have on special
education. Description of how the Individuals with Disabilities Education Act (IDEA) impacts
special education.

SPED 408 ¢ Introduction to Academic Instruction and Behavior Management for
Exceptional Learners 3 Credits
Introduction to how special education and general education academic systems work
together. Identification of functional behavioral assessments processes and principles of
individual and school-wide systems of supports. Demonstration of how evidence-based
instruction can be adapted. Identification of how required curricular components direct
instruction. Analysis of positive instructional environments.

SPED 410 * Norm-Referenced Assessment 4 Credits
Description of standards and critical elements in the special education assessment process.
Identification of test development principles and evaluation of standardized assessment
instruments for special education decision-making. Description of responsibilities of
assessment team members. Synthesis of assessment data. Application of scriptural
principles to assessment in special education.

Corequisites: SPED 470.
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SPED 418 * Foundations of Instructional Strategies for Students with

Mild-Moderate Disabilities 4 Credits
Development of an instructional sequence for students in special education. Evaluation of
data for making accommodations and modifications. Identification of differentiation
strategies. Application of evidence-based practices. ldentification of the relationship
between teaching and learning theories and academic standards. Exploration of the
relationship between faith concepts and instruction in special education.

SPED 420 * Reading Foundations 3 Credits
Identification of relationships among reading, writing, and oral language, comprehension
processes, and instructional strategies. Description of the structure of the English language
and word identification strategies, and the role of vocabulary knowledge in language.
Analysis of different texts for K-12 classrooms. Assessment strategies for reading and
writing needs.

Corequisites: SPED 421.

SPED 421  Reading Field Experience 1 Credit
Supervised reading instruction in a K-12 setting. Assessment and analysis of reading ability.
Creation of lessons and application of reading instruction skills/strategies. Designing of an
environment that fosters reading. Identification of how personal faith connects with the
professional responsibilities of a teacher. 30 hours over 10 weeks.

Corequisites: SPED 420.

SPED 425 « Special Education: Planning and Programming 3 Credits
Development and evaluation of both an individual education program based on student
assessment results. Consideration of technology, supplementary aids, services, and
transition needs of students. Synthesis of cultural, ethnic, and linguistic diversity.
Demonstration of best practice and collaboration techniques between school, family, and
outside agencies.

SPED 431  Responsive Instruction, Intervention and Assessment 3 Credits
Identification of appropriate assessment measures and professional resources related to
interventions. Interpretation of assessment and progress monitoring data to make informed
instructional and placement decisions. Creation of instruction and modifications
incorporating research-based interventions and based on data collected through
collaboration with stakeholders. Description of student assessment results.

SPED 441 ¢ Introduction to Behavioral Methods & Mental Health for Mild-Moderate
Special Needs 3 Credits
Introduction to behavior methods and mental health for students with mild/moderate SPED
needs. Interventions for K-12 students with mental health and behavioral needs. Impact of
mental health and behavioral diagnoses within K-12 education. Identification of roles of
professionals within and outside the school related to mental health.
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SPED 455 ¢ Classroom-based Assessment 3 Credits
Description of legal, professional, and ethical standards in assessment related to informal
assessment measures and environmental factors influencing student achievement and
behavior. Description of student’s learning style, strengths, and analysis of behavior based
on observations and assessment data. Identification of the influence diversity, age and
gender have on assessment.

Prerequisites: SPED 410. Corequisites: SPED 470.

SPED 470 ¢ Assessment Field Experience 1 Credit
Identification of students' strengths and needs through assessment. Identification of the
purpose of multidisciplinary teams. Development of an evaluation report. Explanation of
assessment results with family, student and staff. Creation of interventions. Development of
a plan for continued professional development in the area of assessment. 30 hours/10
weeks.

Corequisites: SPED 410, SPED 455.

SPED 473 « ABS Field Experience 1 Credit
Identification of students with mild to moderate disabilities through the special education
referral, evaluation, and eligibility process. Clarification of IEP team meeting and
development components, as well as roles and responsibilities of IEP team members.
Identification of effective academic and behavioral interventions, accommodations, and
modifications. Integration of faith and teaching.

SPED 475 ¢ Consultation, Collaboration, and Resources 3 Credits
Focus on the communication skills necessary to consult and collaborate effectively with
parents, administrators, teachers, paraprofessionals, and agency personnel about the
special needs of students. Identification of resources, outside agencies, as well as transition
needs and services. Clarification of personal beliefs and adjusting to diverse student needs
within special education.

SPED 480H ° Student Teaching: Academic Behavioral Strategist 4 Credits
Management of timelines and ethical responsibilities of a special educator. Implementation
of appropriate interventions and procedures necessary to process moral dilemmas related
to special education due process. Consultation with parents and professionals to provide
special education services. Analysis of personal development. Integration of duty, virtue,
responsibility, and Christian values.

Prerequisites: All courses in the SPED sequence except for co-requisite. Corequisites: EDUC 451.
Grade exceptions: Graded on an S/U basis. ABS student teaching fee: 875, out-of-region fee: 3100,
out-of-state fee: varies.



