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Colleagues-

We recently received our National Survey of Student Engagement (NSSE) results. This survey focuses more on what
students do at their university rather than their satisfaction. I want to share with you today one important area from the
survey where we had very impressive results. 

Bethel senior participation in High-Impact Practices (HIP) is significantly higher than all of the benchmarks,
which includes the Coalition of Christian Colleges & Universities (CCCU), our Carnegie Class institutions and the
overall NSSE national average. 

The six High-Impact Practices are service-learning (About how many of your courses at this institution have included
a community-based project (service-learning)?), learning community (Participate in a learning community or some
other formal program where groups of students take two or more classes together), research with faculty (Work with
a faculty member on a research project), internship or field experience (Participate in an internship, co-op, field
experience, student teaching, or clinical placement), study abroad (Participate in a study abroad program).and
culminating senior experience (Complete a culminating senior experience (capstone course, senior project or thesis,
portfolio, recital, comprehensive exam, etc.). These have been designated as High-Impact Practices because of their
positive associations with student learning and retention (Kilgo et al., 2015; Kuh, 2008). 

As you can see below, 90% of Bethel seniors reported participating in at least two HIPs while at Bethel. This was
significantly more than seniors in the comparison groups. 

As you can see below, compared to students at other CCCU institutions, Bethel seniors were significantly more
likely to participate in all of the HIPs except for the culminating senior experience. Technically, all seniors at
Bethel should select that HIP because of our capstone Gen Ed course (Contemporary Christian Issues) and the Senior
Seminar courses in most majors. 

Although our study abroad percentages are down from our last NSSE administration (53% in 2019 vs. 37% in 2023;
reduction is mostly due to the pandemic and partly due to cuts to department study abroad programs), they are still
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significantly higher than all comparison groups. 

And as Stan Thompson (Career Development & Calling) noted yesterday, our students are significantly more likely
to participate in an internship or field experience. 

You will also note that our first-year students are just as likely to participate in HIPs compared to students at other
universities. 

Group Differences
Compared to women at Bethel, men were less likely to participate in: service-learning (79% vs. 88%) learning
communities (30% vs. 40%), Internships (68% vs. 85%), study abroad (30% vs. 41%) and a culminating senior
experience (55% vs. 69%). 

Compared to students who started at Bethel, transfer students were less likely to participate in: internships (74%
vs. 83%), study abroad (26% vs. 40%) and a culminating senior experience (55% vs. 68%).

First generation students were more likely to participate in service-learning (91% vs. 84%) and a culminating senior
experience (76% vs. 62%) and less likely to participate in a learning community (30% vs. 38%), research with
faculty (21% vs. 34%) and study abroad (23% vs. 42%). 

Students of color were more likely to participate in service-learning (100% vs. 85%), a learning community (52%
vs. 37%), an internship (91% vs. 79%), and a culminating senior experience (77% vs. 64%) and less likely to
participate in research with faculty (10% vs. 32%) and study abroad (27% vs. 40%). 

The overall High-Impact Practices results are very positive and should be celebrated!

I hope the start of the academic year begins well for everyone.


