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MLA Documentation
**This is an overview. ALWAYS check the full MLA Handbook (The Modern Language Association
Handbook for Writers of Research Papers. 8" Edition.) for complete information**

Works Cited List: Core Elements for All Sources

Author’s name. Title of source. Title of container, other contributors, version, number, publisher,
publication date, location of source.

In-Text Citations
For in-text citations, the author’s name and the page number should be given— either with a signal phrase
and (parenthetical citation), or in a (parenthetical citation).

Book
VanZee asserts that “the tradition of women’s oppression and self-liberation is embedded deep in the
literature of our American culture” (123).

Periodical
Social networking sites can positively affect wellbeing if their designers include “interventions aimed at
increasing the beneficial effects” of communication and self-disclosure (Wang 235).

Website
“I’m convinced that our Creator wants humans to ask hard questions,” states Gehrz as he considers,
especially, self-examination in and of the Christian church.

Block Quotes
Indent only one-half inch on the left, double spaced, no indentations on the right, no indentations at the
beginning of the block.

Poetry
Use prose (paragraph) form for quoting poetry, but add two forward slashes (//) for a stanza break.

Bibliography (Works Cited)
List your created sources in alphabetical order.

URLs: Recommended/Encouraged
When using the URL, delete the “https://.” If you have a DOI-- Digital Object Identifier-- for any source, use
that that instead of a URL.

Publication Date

The publication date is the priority, however the accessed date is encouraged, but not required. If the
publication date is not given, one must add the date of access. If you do add the date access one must use
the word “Accessed”: e.g. “Accessed 23 May 2013.”
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