2014-2015 APPEAL: UNUSUAL EXPENSES
You may have unusual and non-discretionary expenses that you would like to appeal.
However, before you start, please review the following information to answer the question:

?

IS AN APPEAL WORTH MY TIME AND EFFORT BASED ON MY UNUSUAL
EXPENSES?

Because appeals may take significant time for
families to complete and take a minimum of 2-3
weeks for a financial aid counselor to individually
review and respond to each appeal, you may be
wondering if it is worth your time. Use the chart
below to help determine if your circumstances
would result in additional gift aid using this
typical* financial aid package for the 2014-15
academic year:

*

This example of a “typical” financial aid package is
based on the following assumptions: Family of 4 with 1
in college, MN resident, no untaxed income, parents
are married, older parent age is 52, assets reported on
FAFSA are less than $50,000, and the student's income
is less than $5,000. Variations in these assumptions
will yield a different outcome. This chart is meant to
serve as a guide to help determine the effectiveness of
an appeal, but specific outcomes are not guaranteed.
Please contact your financial aid counselor if you have
questions regarding your unique circumstances.

2013 Adjusted Gross Income:
Out of Pocket
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Key:
Additional gift aid is likely as a result of an appeal
Additional gift aid is possible as a result of an appeal
Additional gift aid is unlikely as a result of an appeal
Additional gift aid is unlikely as a result of an appeal because the
student was probably offered the maximum gift aid package.

CAN I USE THIS FORM TO APPEAL FOR A REDUCTION OF INCOME?

No, this appeal is only for unusual expenses. If you are experiencing reduced income due to
a loss or change in job, you must complete the “Reduced Income Appeal.” See
bethel.edu/offices/financial-aid/appeal for details.
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?

WHAT ARE UNUSUAL EXPENSES?

Expenses that may be used in an appeal include those that
are both unusual (i.e., the typical family would not face this
situation in a normal year) and non-discretionary (i.e., there is
not much you can do about it).

Note: According to Webster’s
dictionary, “unusual” means
rare, extraordinary, uncommon,
unexpected, distinctive.

Expenses that reflect lifestyle choices do not warrant an appeal. Examples include:
 Payment of routine living expenses (house payment, car, credit card, etc.)
 Tithing
 Debt repayment*
 Bankruptcy*
*Note: Debt repayment and/or declaring bankruptcy alone do not warrant a financial aid appeal, but
families in these circumstances may qualify for an appeal by documenting unusual expenses as
described in the examples below.

The following are some of the more common unusual, non-discretionary financial conditions
used in appeals:
 Unusual medical expenses paid to date (example: expenses greater than $2600 for a
family of 4 with 1 student in college would be considered unusual; the calculation of
this threshold varies depending on family size and number in college). Choose either
calendar year 2013 or 2014. Report expenses by listing the amount from Line 1,
Schedule A of your 2013 federal tax return OR report money you paid out-of-pocket
(not reimbursed by insurance or by employer’s pre-tax cafeteria plan) for health
insurance premiums, doctor, hospital, medication, etc. Include only amounts paid
within that year. Do not include outstanding medical bills. (Include supporting






documentation.)

Children in private K-12 schools in 2014-2015. Give name of school and reason for
enrollment. Report gross tuition bill for year, and any discounts or scholarships
anticipated. (Include supporting documentation.)
Parent (of a dependent student) in college in 2014-2015. Give name of college,
reason for attendance, enrollment level (i.e. full-time) and degree or credential
sought. Also report annual tuition and any scholarships, discounts, or employer
reimbursement expected. (Include supporting documentation.)
Day-care expenses paid by the student due to the student being in school. Give
name of day-care provider, annual gross costs, and any discounts anticipated. (Include
supporting documentation.)

Other…

The above lists are not exhaustive. These are only examples. Your appeal may relate to
other unusual financial situations that strain payments toward college. When writing your
appeal, be sure to give specific dollar amounts and confine yourself to either calendar year
2013 (January to December) or calendar year 2014. Include copies of supporting documents
that you feel help explain your situation, but keep the number of sheets to a minimum. Also
submit a signed copy of your 2013 Federal Tax Return along with schedules A, C, F, SE, and
your 2013 W-2’s..
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Bethel University
Office of Financial Aid
3900 Bethel Drive
Saint Paul, MN 55112
651.638.6241 or
1.800.255.8706 ext. 6241
FAX: 651.635.1491
E-mail: finaid@bethel.edu

STUDENT NAME ____________________________________________
ID # ________________________PHONE _______________________
EMAIL ___________________________________________________
PARENT NAME(S) _________________________________________
PARENT EMAIL ___________________________________________
PARENT PHONE (DAY) __________________________ (EVENING) ___________________________
ADDRESS ____________________________________________________________________
Street

City

State

Zip

After reading the information on the previous page, describe your situation here. Note:
Outstanding bills are not appealable. Rather, please document actual dollars paid. Attach
additional sheets if necessary. Submit this appeal form with documentation to the Office
of Financial Aid no later than March 31, 2015.

Remember to:
 Include copies of supporting documents that you feel help explain your situation,
but keep the number of sheets to a minimum.
 Submit a signed copy of your 2013 Federal Tax Return along with schedules A, C, F,
SE, and your 2013 W-2’s.

CERTIFICATION
I/we affirm that all data elements contained on this form and any accompanying documentation are
true and complete to the best of my/our knowledge. Upon request I/we will provide additional
documentation to substantiate the information provided.
Office Use Only:

Student

Date

Parent

Date
BY :

APPEALS WILL BE ACCEPTED THROUGH MARCH 31, 2015.
PLEASE ALLOW A MINIMUM OF 2-3 WEEKS FOR PROCESSING.

DATE:
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